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curse and sneer was responded to by the Commissioner with
a " Hallelujah! "

' This was not all. Lumps of mud, rotten eggs, and
brick-bats were thrown at us? one handful of mud struck
the Commissioner on the side of the face and eye, almost
blinding him; but none of those things moved him. At every
blow he shouted, " Another mark for Jesus ! " and went on
talking and singing and marching as if nothing had hap-
pened until we reached the Hall. . . . We finished with
souls seeking God at the mercy-seat, of course.'

The Regulation that the prospective bride of an
Officer must have first independent Officership her-
self had not then been made. Commissioner Railton
was therefore married to Sergeant Marianne Parkyn,
on January 17, 1884. The marriage ceremony of
The Salvation Army, which includes special vows,
was conducted by The General in the old Exeter Hall,
where an immense crowd had assembled, attracted by
the novel Service. The now well-known wedding
song of The Army, c There's a golden day,' with its
chorus,

Oh, I'm glad I'm ready !

Ready with the wedding garment on !

was composed by one of The General's sons in 'honour
of this event and sung for the first time.

The General took advantage of the occasion to
testify to his Secretary's boundless devotion to himself
and to the work, and the * I will' of the Marriage
Service became the Commissioner's text for an address
on consecration, in which he urged all present to
answer ' I will' to God's demand for their services.

Probably both on that day and in the future years
it may'have been said that Railton ought never to have
married, since he was not prepared to anticipate an
ordinary home life. Or, again, both he and his wife
may have shared that criticism of being ' cold-blooded '
and ' indifferent,'^which is often mercilessly bestowed
upon those both Inside and outside Salvation Army
ranks, who agree to long separations so that ' the work
be not hindered.' Certain it is that both the Commis*